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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A network-linked computer platform configuration 
data access management method for use on a network-linked computer platform 
that is provided with at least one management function and linked to a network 
system linked to a number of system administration workstations, for the purpose 
of allowing a group of system administrators to browse the configuration data of 
each management function of the network-linked computer platform at the same 
time while allowing only one system administrator to modify the configuration 
data of the same management function at the same time; 

the network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management method comprising: 

establishing a table data module, which is a data-only module used to 
store the current-access-status property of each management function of the 
network-linked computer platform; 

in the event of any one of the system administration workstations issues a 
management function a cc e ss modification request, i nqu i r i ng querying the table 
data module to determine whether the management function being requested for 
modification is currently being accessed; if NO, generating an access a 
modification -permit message; wh e reas if YES, generating an access a 
modification -inhibit message; 

in response to the acc e ss modification -permit message, performing an 
access-status registration procedure to set the current-access-status property of 
the requested management function to TRUE in the table data module; and then 
permitting the requesting workstation to gain access to and modify the 
configuration data of the requested management function; and 
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in response to the acc e ss modification -inhibit message, performing an 
a ccess a modification -inhibiting procedure to inhibit the requesting workstation to 
modify the configuration data of the requested management function. 

2. (Currently amended) The network-linked computer platform configuration 
data access management method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a timing procedure, which is capable of being activated to count time for a 
preset timeout length promptly after the system administrator at the requesting 
workstation starts modifying the configuration data of the requested management 
function, and which is further capable of generating an access a modification - 
inhibit message at timeout to inhibit acc e ss modification to the configuration data 
of the requested management function. 

3. (Original) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management method of claim 1, wherein the management function configuration 
data includes authorized user profiles, hard disk settings, and system security 
settings. 

4. (Original) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management method of claim 1, wherein the access-inhibiting procedure allows 
the system administrator at the requesting workstation to view the contents of the 
configuration data of the requested management function but not to modify. 

5. (Currently amended) A network-linked computer platform configuration 
data access management system for use with a network-linked computer 
platform that is provided with at least one management function and linked to a 
network system linked to a number of system administration workstations, for the 
purpose of allowing a group of system administrators to browse the configuration 
data of each management function of the network-linked computer platform at 
the same time while allowing only one system administrator to modify the 
configuration data of the same management function at the same time; 

the network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management system comprising: 
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a table data module, which is a data-only module used to store the 
current-access-status property of each management function of the network- 
linked computer platform; 

a request responding module, which is capable of detecting whether any 
one of the system administration workstations has issued a management 
function acc e ss modification request; and if YES, capable of issuing an inquiry 
request message; 

an inquiry module, which is capable of being activated in response to the 
inquiry request message from the request responding module to inquire the table 
data module whether the management function being requested for modification 
is currently being accessed; if NO, the inquiry module generating a n acc e ss a 
modification -permit message; wh o r o as if YES, the inquiry module issuing an 
acc e ss a modification -inhibit message; 

an access-status registration module, which is capable of being activated 
in response to the acc e ss modification- permit message from the inquiry module 
to set the current-access-status property of the requested management function 
to TRUE; and 

an access module, which is capable of being activated in response to the 
acc e ss modification -permit message from the inquiry module to allow the system 
administrator at the requesting workstation to gain access to and modify the 
configuration data of the requested management function, and capable of being 
activated in response to the acc e ss modification -inhibit message from the inquiry 
module to inhibit the system administrator at the requesting workstation to modify 
the configuration data of the management function. 

6. (Currently amended) The network-linked computer platform configuration 
data access management system of claim 5, further comprising: 

a timing module, which is capable of being activated to count time for a 
preset timeout length promptly after the system administrator at the requesting 
workstation starts modifying the configuration data of the requested management 



!58( >88 : 



4 



Application No. 10/653,327 



Docket No. 7196-125/10310641 



function, and which is further capable of generating an access-inhibit message at 
timeout to inhibit acc e ss modification to the configuration data of the requested 
management function. 

7. (Original) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management system of claim 5, wherein the management function configuration 
data includes authorized user profiles, hard disk settings, and system security 
settings. 

8. (Original) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management system of claim 5, wherein the access module, when inhibited, 
allows the system administrator at the requesting workstation to view the 
contents of the configuration data of the requested management function but not 
to modify. 

9. (New) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management method of claim 1, wherein the management function includes a 
group of subset functions individually assigned to have their own current-access- 
status, allowing different system administrators to access the subset functions at 
the same time. 

10. (New) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management method of claim 9, wherein all of the subset functions individually 
are collectively assigned to have the same current-access-status property, such 
that if a certain subset function is currently being accessed and modified by a 
system administrator, then all the other subset functions will be inaccessible for 
modification by any other system administrators. 

11. (New) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management system of claim 5, wherein the management function includes a 
group of subset functions individually assigned to their own current-access- 
status, allowing different system administrators to access the subset functions at 
the same time. 
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12. (New) The network-linked computer platform configuration data access 
management system of claim 11, wherein all of the subset functions individually 
are collectively assigned to have the same current-access-status property, such 
that if a selected subset function is currently being accessed and modified by a 
system administrator, then all the other subset functions will be inaccessible for 
modification by any other system administrators. 
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